
SAT OCT 17

 

We’re Cookin’ Now!: Boo-tiful 
Cupcakes. Young chefs bake-up 
scary-delicious cupcakes decorated 
with their favorite Halloween 
characters! 9:30-10:40am. Chefs’ 
Kitchen, 1753 S. 8th St.  Ages 4-12, 
accompanied by a parent, RR, $.

Lil’ Pumpkins Boo Bash - Halloween 
themed guided walk and take-home 
craft to meet and learn about nature’s 
“creepy” creatures- costumes 
encouraged! Mult starts: 10-11am, 
1.5 hrs. Bear Creek Nature Center, 
245 Bear Creek Rd. Ages 3+, RR, $.

Sewing Level 1 - See Oct. 16 for 
details. 10am-1pm. PPLD Library 21c, 
1175 Chapel Hills Dr. Ages 9+, RR.

3D Printing for Tweens Start your 3D 
printing and designing journey with 
PPLD 3D modeling using Tinkercad, 
a free, online 3D design software.  
10am-1pm. PPLD East Library, 5550 
N Union Blvd.  Ages 9-12, RR.

Pueblo Weisbrod Aircraft  
Museum & STEM Day - Tour our 
aircraft museum, with multiple 
generations of aircraft, while also 
enjoying an interactive STEM 
presentation. 10am-4pm. Pueblo 
Weisbrod Aircraft Museum, 31001 
Magnuson Ave, Pueblo. All ages, $.

Raptor Center Public Tour Day - 
One-of-a-kind tour- meet and greet 
birds of prey and learn about our 
Wildlife Rehabilitation Center! Tours 
at 11am, 12pm, 1pm & 2pm. Nature 
& Wildlife Discovery Center’s Raptor 
Center, 4828 Nature Center Road, 
Pueblo. All ages, RR, $.

Spooky Science! - Celebrate the 
spooky side of science with hands-on 
activities and exciting demonstrations 
in our Inventor Lab makerspace! 12-
5pm. Leonardo da Vinci Museum of 
North America, 310 Central Main St, 
Pueblo.  Kids & Families, $.

We’re Cookin’ Now!: Ghoulishly 
Gooey: Lava Cakes & Caramel 
Apples. Have a frightfully fun time 
creating molten chocolate cakes and 
festive caramel apples while learning 
the science of baking! 12:30-3:30pm. 
Chefs’ Kitchen, 1753 S. 8th St.  Ages 
7-14, RR, $.

“The Magic of Chemistry” Show -  
Cool Science’s own Dr. Ron 
Furstenau, a retired USAFA 
Chemistry professor, will amaze 
you with his special color changing 
“potions” and explosions!  
2-3pm. PPLD Penrose Library,  
20 N Cascade Ave. All ages. RR.

Brains On! LIVE: Your Brain  
is Magic! - Brains On, the  
wildly popular podcast for kids,  
is hitting the road with a hilarious 
science-themed show that takes 
the audience on an adventure 
through our brains. 2 & 5pm shows.  
Ent Center for the Arts,  
5225 N Nevada Ave.  
Kids & Families, $.

International Observe The  
Moon Night Star Party - Join the 
Colorado Springs Astronomical 
Society for an evening under the 
stars and 1st Quarter (half Full) Moon.  
7-9pm. Cheyenne Mountain  
State Park (Limekiln Trailhead).  
All ages. $ (park fee)

Community Stargazing Night  
at MacLaren - Join Cool Science,  
the Colorado Springs Astronomical 
Society, and the Mobile Earth + Space 
Observatory for a night of family 
stargazing (w/ food trucks) at  
Thomas MacLaren School. 5:30-9pm.  
1702 N. Murray Blvd. (park on south 
side, event on north). All ages.

SUN OCT 11

Cool Science Expedition Caving 
Day – Explore wild, undeveloped 
depths of the cave while learning 
basic caving skills, crawling and 
climbing through wet and muddy 
passages with only a headlamp for 
light! 10am-1pm. Cave of the Winds, 
Manitou Springs. Ages 13+, RR, $.

MON OCT 12

Nikola Tesla’s Toolbox: 3, 2, 1, 
Launch! - Space Foundation 
Discovery Center educators will 
be on hand to help you create a 
rocket and become a space explorer. 
2-3pm. PPLD Library 21C,  
1175 Chapel Hills Dr. Ages 10-18

Tinkercad Design Level 1 and  
3D Printer Badging - Start your  
3D printing and designing journey 
with the PPLD! Create and print a 
custom project using Tinkercad, 
a free, online 3D design software. 
4:30-7:30pm. PPLD East Library, 
5550 N Union Blvdr. Ages 9+, RR.

Magnets, Motors, Microcontrollers, 
and Monster Magic - See Oct. 5  
for details, 5-7pm.

Science on Tap - Learn about 
nuclear energy and if it might be  
in the future for Colorado Springs 
from CS Utilities energy planner  
and nuclear expert Brendan Scott. 
6:30-8pm. Jack Quinn’s Irish  
Pub & Restaurant, 21 S. Tejon St. 
Teens & adults.

TUES OCT 13

Small Steps, Giant Leap - See Oct. 6 for 
details. 10-11am. Hillside Community 
Center, 925 S Institute St. Ages 2-5.

Homeschool: Crow Mania -  
Learn about crows and other 
fine-feathered friends through an 
entertaining story and a variety of 
hands-on activities. 1-2pm. PPLD 
East Library, 5550 N Union Blvd. 
Ages 5-12, RR.

Idea Lab: Marble Run Mania - 
Explore the potential energy of 
gravity through engineering and 
problem solving, using recycled 
materials to create a marble run. 
3-4pm. PPLD Manitou Springs 
Library, 701 Manitou Ave. Ages 5-12.

WED OCT 14

Idea Lab: Rain Reflections -  
Explore reflections and symmetry 
while creating oil pastel resist art. 
It’s magical! 1-2pm. PPLD Fountain 
Library, 230 S Main St, Fountain. 
Ages 5-12.

Concrete Couch Environmental 
Restoration Program See Oct. 7 
for details. 3:30-5:30pm. Concrete 
Coyote Park, 1100 S. Royer Street.  
All ages, RR.

Aquaponics in Action: Growing 
Food with Fish + Plants  
See Oct. 7 for details. 3:30-4:30pm. 
Emerge Aquaponics, 4135 Shoup Rd. 
All ages, RR.

Idea Lab: Laurel Burch Cats -  
Learn about American folk artist 
Laurel Burch, and be inspired to 
create your own whimsical cat  
with vibrant colors. 1-2pm. PPLD 
Mobile Library program at Cordera,  
11894 Grand Lawn Cir. Ages 5-12.

Pikes Peak State College 
Engineering Open House – 
Tour the new engineering labs at 
PPSC’s Rampart Range Campus, 
meet students and faculty, robotics 
and space projects, with hands-on 
activities. 5-7pm. 2070 Interquest 
Pkwy, Room E-211. All ages. 

Stargazing at Pikes Peak State 
College – Join the PPSC Astronomy 
Department for a night of Stargazing 
with their telescopes to learn about 
objects in the night sky. 7-9pm.  
2070 Interquest Pkwy, All ages.

THUR OCT 15

Phillip H. Tollefson Water 
Treatment Plant Tour - Tour the 
original water treatment plant that 
opened in 1942 and learn how 
Colorado Springs Utilities produces 
high-quality, safe drinking water. 
1-2pm. 2715 Mesa Rd. Ages 10+, RR.

Create-a-Cryptid - Design and 
construct a pixelated cryptid using 
wooden blocks; inspired by legends 
like Bigfoot, Mothman, or a creature 
of your very own. 2-3:30 pm.  
PPLD Fountain Library,  
230 S Main St. Ages 9-15, RR.

FRI OCT 16
Sewing Level 1 - Learn the basics 
of machine sewing and create a 
simple project. With these skills you 
can try your own projects in PPLD 
makerspaces. 10am-1pm. PPLD 
Library 21c, 1175 Chapel Hills Dr. 
Ages 9+, RR.

Creative Building with Colorado 
Tinkering School Kids unleash 
creativity (alongside experts) using 
power tools to design & build 
go-karts, castles, boats & beyond!  
Noon-4pm. Westside Community 
Center, 1628 W Bijou St.  Ages 8+ 
(adults accompany younger kids).

Sewing Level 2 - See Oct. 9 for 
details. 2-5pm. PPLD Library 21c, 
1175 Chapel Hills Dr. Ages 9+, RR.

Da Vinci after Dark : Mona Lisa - 
Adults-only evening inspired by 
Leonardo’s masterpiece. Wander 
the galleries with drinks, music, 
and hands-on experiences. 6-9pm. 
Leonardo da Vinci Museum of North 
America, 310 Central Main St, 
Pueblo. 21+, RR, $.

BOO! at Bear Creek - Travel the trails 
meeting and dispelling myths about 
“creepy creatures.” Craft & “treat” 
included, costumes encouraged! 
Multiple starts: 6:15-7:30pm, 2 hrs. 
Bear Creek Nature Center, 245 Bear 
Creek Rd. Kids & Families, RR, $.

O C T O B E R  3 - 1 8
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THANK YOU Donors, Presenters & Volunteers  
who make COOL SCIENCE Festival possible!

www.coolscience.org

Please Support this Festival and other  
Cool Science Programs with a Donation…

www.coloradogives.org/coolscience

Printed at   



SAT OCT 3

Home Depot Kids Workshop - Introduces 
kids to engineering and building with real 
tools and materials! This month we’ll teach 
kids how to filter drinking water (while 
supplies last). 9am-noon. Home Depot 
SW, 2250 Southgate Rd. Kids & Families.

Landlocked Hydrology - How Colorado 
Water Reaches the Ocean - Katie Sheahan 
explains how Coloradans can protect our 
oceans and waterways from a landlocked 
state. Includes hands-on activities and a 
hike! 1-2:30pm. Bear Creek Nature Center, 
245 Bear Creek Rd. Ages 10+, RR, $.

  

Florissant Fossil Beds Dark Sky Program 
- Join the Colorado Springs Astronomical 
Society for great views through their 
telescopes of the very dark skies.  
7:30-9:30pm. Florissant Fossil Beds 
National Monument (Visitor Center overflow 
parking lot). All ages. $ (park fee)

MON OCT 5

 

Dry Panning for Gems and Minerals! 
- Experience the physics of dry sifting, 
geology, and Colorado History. Also $2 
off inside museum admission. 9am-4pm 
every day during the festival. Western 
Museum of Mining & Industry,  
225 North Gate Blvd. Kids & Families.

Magnets, Motors, Microcontrollers, 
and Monster Magic - Cool hands-on 
interactive activities involving Snap 
Circuits, LEDs, switches, magnets, 
motors, microcontrollers, and more 
alongside IEEE engineers. 5-7pm.  
IEEE Pikes Peak Sect. PPLD Library 21c, 
1175 Chapel Hills Dr. All ages, RR.

TUE OCT 6 

The Science of Pizza! - Come join us 
for an in-person tour with a behind-the-
scenes look at how we take dry yeast  
and turn it into something delicious! 
9:30-11am. Dion’s Pizza, 6385 Source 
Center Point, Kids & Families, RR.

Small Steps, Giant Leap - Join Space 
Foundation Discovery Center educators 
for fun reading of “Hooray for SLS”, then 
build your own model of the SLS rocket. 
10-11am. Hillside Community Center,  
925 S Institute St. Ages 2-5.

Water Wise Garden Tour  - Tour various 
water-wise plants, learn tips to save 
water and create relaxing and beautiful 
spaces around your home. 1-2pm.  
CO Spgs Utilities Conservation & Environ-
mental Ctr, 2855 Mesa Road. All ages, $.

Bats & Caves Day Tours – Explore the 
cave on this deeply discounted 2-hour 
guided tour just for the Cool Science 
Festival!  Includes Bat class, Geology 
demo, and gemstone panning. 12 
sessions from 10:30am-4pm. Cave of the 
Winds, Manitou Springs. All ages, RR, $.

Homeschool: Cool Cave Creations-  
Listen to the Caldecott Honor book 
Stalactite and Stalagmite: A Big Tale  
from a Little Cave, then investigate 
how caves are created with hands-on 
activities. 2-3pm. PPLD Library 21c,  
1175 Chapel Hills Dr, Ages 5-12, RR.

Idea Lab: Recycled City - Work together 
or individually to plan and build a city 
using recycled materials. The only limit 
is your imagination! 4-5pm. PPLD East 
Library, 5550 N Union Blvd. Ages 5-12, RR.

WED OCT 7

Geology 101 Day Cave Tours – A deeply 
discounted 2-hour guided tour also ventures 
into the wild Manitou Grand Caverns, and 
includes a geology demo and gemstone 
panning. 10 &11am. Cave of the Winds, 
Manitou Springs. Ages 8+, RR, $.

Concrete Couch Environmental 
Restoration Program  Learn how to 
identify and remove invasive plant 
species correctly, seed areas with local 
plants/flowers, then water and label 
plants. 3:30-5:30pm. Concrete Coyote 
Park, 1100 S. Royer Street. All ages, RR.

  
Aquaponics in Action: Growing Food 
with Fish + Plants - Come see how 
science and sustainability work 
together! Fish and plants thrive in  
this single closed-loop system that 
produces food crops for people.  
3:30-4:30pm. Emerge Aquaponics, 
4135 Shoup Rd. All ages, RR.

Science Riot - real scientists being 
real funny! - Comedy shows where 
stand-up meets TedTalks. Real 
scientists and engineers perform 
standup-style comedy about their field 
of expertise. 7:30pm. Ivywild School 
Gymnasium, 1604 S Cascade Ave. 
Adults, RR, $.

THUR OCT 8

Space Science Shows at USAFA 
Planetarium - Enjoy a variety of space-
themed shows and a tour of the night  
sky on the large planetarium dome. Noon-
5 pm. USAFA Planetarium, 2120 Cadet Dr. 
(See festival website for full schedule and 
important access instructions). All ages.

Homeschool: Diggin’ Dinos -  
Learn about dinos and more, including 
the giant Iguanodon, in this fun program. 
1-2:30pm. PPLD Old Colorado City 
Library, 2418 W Pikes Peak Ave,  
Ages 5-12, RR.

Homeschool Make-
a-Masterpiece: 
Origami, Foil, and 
3-D Art - Create 
origami-inspired artwork and cool 3-D  
foil figure sculptures inspired by Kevin 
Box and Surrealist Alberto Giacommetti.  
1-2:30 pm. PPLD Ruth Holley Library,  
685 N Murray Blvd, Ages 8-13, RR.

Foothills Elementary School STEAM 
Night - The school is turning into a 
full-blown STEAM carnival – and you’re 
invited! Explore, create, & discover at 
hands-on stations packed with mind-
blowing science, tricky tech, epic 
engineering, awesome art, and magical 
math. 5-7pm. Foothills Elementary 
School, 825 Allegheny Dr. Kids & Families.

UV Evening Experience Cave Tours –  
See the cave in an entirely different light 
- lit with only Ultraviolet light, and learn 
the science behind the phenomenon! 
45-minute tours, 6 & 6:30pm. Cave of the 
Winds, Manitou Springs. All ages, RR, $.

FRI OCT 9

2s & 3s Outdoors: Crawling, Hopping, 
Flying, Swimming - Explore nature 
together through interactive activities, 
a story, and an easy hike. 2 sessions: 
9-10:15am; & 2-3:15 am. Fountain Creek 
Nature Center, 320 Peppergrass Ln.  
Ages 2-3 w/ adult, RR, $.

3D Printer Badging and Modeling 
for Seniors: Level 1 - Learn to use 
Printables, a free online 3D design 
resource, and the Prusa 3D printers 
available in PPLD makerspaces.  
10am-1pm. PPLD Library 21c,  
1175 Chapel Hills Dr. Adults, Seniors, RR.

Homeschool: Zoo Moving Company - 
Using Rigamajig, a life-size building set, 
work with others to design and build 
an amazing apparatus to safely get the 
animals into their new homes. 2-3 pm. 
PPLD Cheyenne Mountain Library,  
1785 S 8th St #100. Ages 5-12.

Sewing Level 2 - Learn more complex 
stitches and techniques to help you bring 
your project ideas to life. Prior experience 
or Level 1 class first suggested.  
2-5pm. PPLD Sand Creek Library,  
1821 S Academy Blvd. Ages 9+, RR.

Video Production Foundations at 
Studio21c - Learn how to record video 
productions using equipment available at 
no cost. 2-5pm. PPLD Library 21c,  
1175 Chapel Hills Dr Ages 9+, RR.

STEAM Night at Mathnasium Rockrimmon! 
- Explore fun and engaging activities in 
robotics, simple machines, art, physics, 
chemistry, biology and much more!  
ALSO on OCT 16 & 17. Each night will 
feature different projects - so register for 
one or all three!  6-8pm. 740 Village 
Center Dr. All ages, RR.

SAT OCT 10

Fly Model Rockets with COSROCS -  
Join members of Colorado Springs Rocket 
Society and learn how to launch model 
rockets, including ones that you bring. 
8 am-noon. Challenger Learning Center, 
8717 Wolf Valley Dr. All ages.

Second Saturday Science – Rocket 
Revolution: build and launch your own 
3D printed rocket with an Estes engine! 
Plus lots of other family-friendly hands-on 
activities. 9am-noon. Challenger Learning 
Center of Colorado, 8717 Wolf Valley Dr.  
All ages, RR (for planetarium shows).

Active Adults: Oaktober - The Foothills’ 
Mightiest Hero - Enjoy a fall walk through 
mighty Gambel Oaks, the park’s most 
abundant trees, with incredible powers 
like cloning and energy creation.  
10am-noon. Bear Creek Nature Center, 
245 Bear Creek Rd. Adults only, RR, $.

Fossil Day Celebration - FREE family 
event with several fossil, dinosaur and 
natural history themed activities for all 
ages and lots of giveaways. 10am-2pm. 
Garden of the Gods Visitor & Nature 
Center, 1805 North 30th St. All ages.

International African Penguin  
Awareness Day - Make a penguin-
themed craft, show your smarts with 
Penguin Trivia, ZooALIVE teens share 
biofacts up close, watch the colony  
of African penguins, & special feeding  
at 3pm. 10am-3pm. Pueblo Zoo,  
3455 Nuckolls Ave. Pueblo. All ages, $.

Nikola Tesla in Colorado Springs   
Historian Patric Ryan will discuss the work 
of Nikola Tesla and his impact on modern-
day science, including experiments that 
were conducted right here in Colorado 
Springs from 1899-1900.  10-11am. 
Manitou Springs Heritage Museum,  
517 Manitou Ave. Manitou Springs. All ages.

A ‘Grand Wigwam’ for Science –  
Dr. Steve Ruskin will discuss Colorado 
College’s Palmer Hall, built to make the 
school a top U.S. scientific research 
institution – until a philandering college 
president and a world war changed 
everything. 11:30am-12:30pm. Manitou 
Springs Heritage Museum. All ages.

Mineral Springs Walking Tour - Learn 
about the karst aquifer, geography, and 
history of Manitou’s famous mineral 
springs. Bring a cup for tasting! 11am-
noon. Meet at Cheyenne Spring (900 
block) in downtown Manitou. All ages.

  -  I M P O R T A N T  N O T E  -  
Most festival events are FREE, however many also require  
online pre-registration (RR) and/or a fee ($).  More info at  
www.coolscience.org/cool-science-festival-schedule

Carnival Day  
For Kids!

SAT OCT 3 10 am -4 pm 

FREE

More Events Listed Online!   
DETAILS, UPDATES AND REGISTRATION INFO:  

www.coolscience.org/cool-science-festival-schedule 

Our biggest event of the year -  
and it’s FREE! Science shows, lab 
experiments, live animals, rockets, 

robots, drones, telescopes and 
microscopes, virtual reality, planes, 

bugs, liquid nitrogen ice cream  
and much more! Kids & Families.

 University of Colorado at  
Colorado Springs - Main Campus

1420 Austin Bluffs Pkwy



