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What is a Watershed?

What is a Watershed?
An area of land that drains into a common water body



Many downstream neighbors
The ocean starts in Colorado  

What is a Watershed?



What is a Watershed?



Snapshot of the
Fountain Creek 

Watershed

ü927 square miles of land and water
üThree counties, eight municipalities
üElevation change from to
over 71 miles
üExtremes in slopes, soil types, 
temperature, precipitation, ecosystems 
and multitudes of  water uses
üSecond most studied watershed in the 

US 

What is a Watershed?
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Watershed RisksÅ Population growth
Å Drought
Å Post-fire conditions
Å Wildfires
Å Urban canopy
Å Sedimentation/erosion
Å Stormwater pollution
Å Increased impervious surfaces
Å Habitat fragmentation
Å Water quantity
Å Invasive species
Å Increasing frequency/severity of storms



Fountain Creek
Predictably Unpredictable





What is Stormwater?
Any precipitation that either soaks into the permeable 
ground or flows over impervious surfaces becoming 

stormwater runoff . 



What s the Problem
Non Point Source Pollution



What Ends Up in Our Water???



What Ends Up in Our Water???



What Ends Up in Our Water???



What Ends Up in Our Water???



Effects of 
Urbanizationé

Increase of population 
and impervious surfaces 

Improvements Are Needed 
Watershed -wide







Erosion Sedimentation

Lack of Watershed 
Management



Who s Fault Is It
Who s Responsibility Is It

Å Working at the watershed scale makes the most sense given these 
varied, complicated, continuing, unfunded  watershed management 
issues.

Å 2017 EPA/CDPHE/Lower Ark/Pueblo County stormwater lawsuit 
against COS. 



District Formation
2006 Senator Ken Salazar visit  
Fountain Creek Watershed as a Crown
Jewel

29-member Consensus Committee + 
Task Force  2 years of monthly 
meetings

Identified needs for additional funding 
and more dedicated management 



District Formation  Happy 15 th  Birthday!
SB09-141 under Title 32 of the CRS April 2009

Authorized to manage, administer, and fund the capitol improvements 

necessary in the Fountain Creek Watershed to:
Mitigate flooding, erosion, and sedimentation

Address water quality issues

Improve drainage

Protect open space

Develop public recreational opportunities



Established in 2009 to collaboratively manage our 
   shared watershed, from Palmer Lake to Pueblo. 

Two counties, seven municipalities  9 member 
govts.

Completed 25+ plans

Completed $35M in creek restoration work

Developed engaging outreach programming

Lack sustainable funding, exploring options



To protect and enhance the health of the Fountain Creek Watershed.

To serve as stewards of the Fountain Creek Watershed, working 
collaboratively to protect, restore, and sustain its health. 
Through innovative watershed management, inclusive 

engagement, and partnership-driven solutions, we strive to 
inspire a shared commitment to the long -term resilience and 

vitality of our watershed and its diverse communities.

For the thriving life of the watershed and all that it touches



District Management
Board of Directors  all Jurisdictions Represented

Member governments contribute General Fund $ based on population size
o Tamara Estes, City of Fountain, Chair
o Jessica Mills, Lower Arkansas Water Conservancy District, Vice Chair
o Terry Hart, CAG, Secretary
o Daneya Esgar, Pueblo County
o David Leinweber , City of Colorado Springs
o Stan VanderWerf, El Paso County
o Jay Latino, City of Pueblo
o Jim Romanello , Small Municipalities (Monument, Palmer Lake, Green Mountain Falls, and 

Manitou Springs)
o Dr. Barr, Pueblo County Landowner

Monetary Mitigation Fund Advisory Committee
Technical Advisory Committee
Citizen Advisory Group



1) Fountain Creek Corridor Restoration Master Plan ( C 10/2011)

2) Fountain Creek Corridor Fish Marking Study ( C 3/2012)

3) Drainage Criteria Public Policy ( C 6/2012)

4) USGS Flood Control Study (C 2/2013)

5) USGS Post-Burn Water Quality Evaluation ( C 9/2014)

6) CDPHE-funded Outreach Communications Plan ( C 3/2015)

7) U. Fountain Ck/Cheyenne Ck Restoration Master Plan ( C 6/2015)

8) Water Rights Protection Task ( C 10/2015)

9) Monument Creek Watershed Restoration Master Plan ( C 11/2016)

10) Flood Control Alternatives Evaluation ( C 12/2016)

11) Fountain Creek Corridor WARSSS Assessment ( C 3/2017)

12) District Design Criteria Manual ( C 9/2017)

13) Flood Control Alternatives Needs Assessment ( C 3/2017) 

14) Floodplain Management Opportunities Study ( C 2019) 

15) FC Watershed Stormwater Management Study ( C 5/2011)

16) GOCO River Corridor Regional Grant Application ( C 4/2012)

17) District Financing Feasibility Study ( C 2/2013)

18) Atlas 14 24-Hour FC Watershed Design Storms Eval ( C 7/2017)

19) City of Fountain Reservoir Feasibility Study ( C 9/2017)

20) Pueblo County/Pueblo West Williams Creek Channel Assessment ( C 3/2019)

21) Southmoor  Dr. Bank Stabilization Assessment ( C 10/2020)

22) Water Activity Enterprise 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022 Capital 

    Improvement Plans ( C 11/2021)

23) Greenway Master Plan (C 12/2022)

Comprehensive Planning Projects
23+ Watershed Studies, Plans, and Master Plans



Construction Projects
1) Pueblo Sediment Collection/Removal ( C 12/2011)
2) Pueblo Off -Channel Detention Basin ( C 12/2011)
3) Frost Ranch Bank Stabilization ( C 4/2014)
4) Pueblo Levee Dredging ( C 8/2017)
5) Masciantonio  Trust Bank Stabilization ( C 4/2018)
6) HY47 Bank Stabilization and Channel Realignment ( C 11/2018)
7) Pinon Bridge Bank Stabilization and Channel Realignment ( C 6/2019)
8) Barr Farm Phase I Bank Stabilization and Channel Realignment ( C 6/2020)
9) Barr Farm Phase II Bank Stabilization, Channel Realignment ( C 6/2020)
10) Overton Road Bank Stabilization ( C 6/2020)
11) Pueblo Channel at 13 th  Bank Stabilization, Channel Realignment ( C 6/2021)
12) Fountain Creek at Hanson Trailhead ( C 6/2021)
13) Pueblo Levee Floodplain Restoration ( C 12/2022)

$35M+ 
invested



AfterBefore

Highway 47 Bank Restoration
Cost: $6 million   Completed: November 2018
      3,000 feet                Stabilization
Sediment reduction         Habitat restoration


